Panelists and Moderator
Panel discussion II : Pursuing Retail Banking with Social
Responsibility
Dr. Piti Tantakasem, CFA
Chief Executive Officer
TMB BANK
Dr. Piti Tantakasem is the CEO of TMB BANK and a seasoned banker with over
25 years of professional experiences in the financial industry. He has been
actively involved in the Thai banking industry with diverse experiences including
investment banking, commercial & SME banking, retail banking, capital markets,
and risk management.
He began his banking career at BANGKOK BANK as project finance analyst. After completing his MBA,
he joined KASIKORNBANK under its investment banking unit before moving to retail and wholesale
banking functions. Dr. Tantakasem has joined TMB in November 2008 as Chief Wholesale Banking Officer
and was later appointed as Chief Financial Officer in May 2017.
Dr. Tantakasem is currently a member of the board of directors of National ITMX Company Limited. He was
also an independent director of PTT Exploration and Production Public Company Limited, State Railway of
Thailand, TRIS Corporation Ltd and TRIS Rating Co., Ltd., a member of Public Sector Development
Commission, a member and Project sub-committee of BOI.
Dr. Tantakasem graduated from Chulalongkorn University with a bachelor‘s degree in the Industrial
Engineering before pursuing his Master of Business Administration at Kenan-Flagler Business School
at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, USA. He completed a Ph.D. in Management under
a collaboration program between Bangkok University and the University of Nebraska with a major
in Strategic Management.

Ms. Sarinee Achavanuntakul
Managing Director, Knowledge Development
SAL FOREST CO. LTD.
A financier by training, Ms. Sarinee Achavanuntakul is a Thai writer, social critic,
and sustainable business advocate. She writes regularly about sustainable
development, digital citizenship, new media, and games in various publications
including Krungthep Turakij, ThaiPublica and The Matter. In 2007, in the wake of the passage
of Thailand’s first Computer Crimes Act, Ms. Achavanuntakul co-founded Thai Netizen Network (TNN)
with a group of like-minded bloggers, which today remains Thailand’s only civil society organization which
focuses on advocating internet freedom and online privacy. In 2011, she co-founded ThaiPublica
(http://www.thaipublica.org), an online investigative news organization. In July 2013, she co-founded Sal Forest
Co. Ltd. (http://www.salforest.com/), Thailand's first "sustainable business accelerator" aimed at fostering
discourse on sustainable business in Thailand, and currently serves as Managing Director, Knowledge
Development.
Since 2007 when she quit investment banking full-time, Ms. Achavanuntakul has produced research papers
in the fields of capital market, microfinance, and sustainability, as well as written and translated over
60 books on various subjects of her interest, including Thai translations of Banker to the Poor, Justice
by Michael Sandel, Here Comes Everybody, and Resource Revolution. Her prior experience as investment
banker encompasses stints at Hunters Advisory, SCB Securities Co. Ltd., Siam Commercial Bank, and
Deutsche Bank AG Hong Kong Branch. She holds an MBA in finance from Leonard Stern School of Business,
New York University, and a BA in economics from Harvard University.

Mr. Huifeng Zhang
Head of Corporate Sustainability, Asia Pacific
HSBC
Mr. Huifeng Zhang joined HSBC in 2005. As the Regional Head of Corporate
Sustainability Asia Pacific, he oversees the Bank’s sustainability strategy
in the region, community investment in education, environmental protection,
community service and staff volunteering, etc. His team is also working closely with the wholesale and
retail banking businesses to promote sustainable finance within the Bank to support the development of
low carbon economy. Before joining HSBC, Mr. Zhang had worked at BNP Paribas and ABN AMRO
in trade finance and corporate banking area. His prior experiences also include 7 years project management
and consulting for World Bank and Asian Development Bank financed projects in China. Mr. Zhang
has an MBA degree from Manchester Business School, UK.

Moderator
Dr. Wit Sittivaekin
Dr. Wit Sittivaekin is a veteran news anchor and moderator with a decade of
experience in TV news and talk programs for various TV channels. Dr. Sittivaekin's
expertise covers economic, business and social issues. With his solid working with
global and local leading corporates such as BMW (for 7 years), Siam Commercial Bank
as head of Corporate communications enabled him to view issues comprehensively
with 360 degrees perspective. Wit obtained all of his degrees in Political Science
(B. Pol Sci. 1st Class Honor at Chulalongkorn University, MSc. at the LSE (UK), and
a Ph.D. in the same discipline at the University of Southampton.

